Minutes of Aultbea Community Council Meeting (Summary)
Monday 20th October 2025, 7pm, the Crow’s Nest, Aultbea Hall, Aultbea
1. Present:  Peter Davison (Chair), Susan MacLean (Treasurer), Murdo MacLean, Colin Bell, Liz Kraft (Zoom), Jenny Maslin (Minutes). In attendance: Katie Grant, Highland Highlife Ranger (Zoom), SSEN Representatitves: Gordon Bell & Niall Macleod, 7 members of the public (MotP).  Apologies:  Philip McLachlan, Gail Bellamy, Roddie MacKenzie.  Declarations of interest: None.
2. A832 Road Closures Update:  SSEN outlined revised proposals for works on the A832, which will be presented at two community events on on Monday 27th October (6-8pm), Aultbea Hall and Tuesday 28th October (6-8pm), Badcaul Church. Revised proposals are for a single lane closure with traffic management where culvert replacement work is taking place from January 2026 – August 2027, with full overnight road closure of around 10 days with a one hour amnesty at 11pm. A further 18 months of single lane closures will ensue while ducting is replaced (to end of 2029). SSEN continue to welcome any feedback/questions via LT14MainlandCable@sse.com
3. Minutes of meeting 15th September 2025:  Approved and seconded.
4. Financial Report:  Bank balance at £4458.65 with £32 (Hall rental) paid and £1365 ring-fenced for defib maintenance.  Request for breakdown of last 12 months defib expenditure.
5. Ongoing items of business:
· MOWI Building: Electricity still connected. Further request to SSEN to disconnect.
· Road Repairs & Drain Clearance: Chase up on 1. White lines needed outside Aultbea Stores, 2. Crossing indication needed between Aultbea Nursery and Hall, 3. White lines needed on road in Mellon Charles, 4. Roadside drain clearance in Mellon Charles.  Further request to HC for salt piles to be placed on side of single track roads asap.
· Local Dental Services: No expressions of interest from any dentist for available grants.
· Local Schools: ACC to fund twice yearly school path clearance at £100 per clearance. 
· Local Website:  Suggestion from ACC to school Parent Council to pursue this.
· Deer Management: Contact initiated with Aultbea Estates Factor to devise a strategy for deer management locally.
· Fallen trees at Aultbea Tops:  Email to be sent expressing concern to identified owners about the danger from fallen trees on A832 from Aultbea to Poolewe. 
· Aultbea Sitooterie: Interested parties identified who will meet and dicuss further. 
6. Any other business:
· SL&WR Partnership Meeting Feedback: Interesting talk on the opportunities provided by Kishorn Port noted - see https://kishornport.co.uk
· Police Report/Quarterly Meeting: Nothing for our area.
· Circulation of ACC Minutes:  Circulation list for ACC draft minutes and agendas to be updated.
· Remembrance Day Service:  9th Nov 2025. Thanks to those who have cleaned the memorial.
7. Correspondence:
· Road Safety – Tournaig Corner: 300m of the road shortly to be completely resurfaced. 
· Road Safety – Laide 30mph Speed Limit Request: To be pursued with HC.
· H&DCC Motion Feedback/Support Request: Discussed and no further action from ACC. Responsibility for electricity infrastructure lies with Westminster, via Michael Shanks MP. 
· Highland Housing Need & Demand Survey: Open to all for completion: www.researchresource.co.uk/AJHighlandHNDA.html 
8. Planning:  25/0359/FUL Storage Building, Arctic Convoy Museum – no comment from ACC.
9. Questions/Contributions from Members of the Public:  
· Request to GALE for public toilet block in Aultbea to be repainted. 
10. Date of the Next Meeting: Mon 17th November 2025. Further Dates: 19th January 2026. 
