Minutes of Aultbea Community Council Meeting (Summary)
Monday 17th November 2025, 7pm, the Crows Nest, Aultbea Hall, Aultbea
1. Present:  Peter Davison (Chair), Susan MacLean (Treasurer), Colin Bell, Gail Bellamy (Zoom), Cllr Liz Kraft (Zoom), Roddie MacKenzie, Murdo MacLean, Philip McLachlan, Jenny Maslin (Minutes). In attendance: Archie McLellan (Aultbea Estates Factor), Scott MacLean, David Miller, 12 members of the public (MotP).  Apologies: None.  Doi: Liz Kraft as member of HC Planning Committee.
2. Local Deer Management: Archie McLellan was keen to hear views on the increasing deer population locally. There is a willingness to address the problem within legal guidelines and AM agreed to draw up a list of steps to be taken to manage this problem, and to share it with ACC. 
3. Wind Farms Investment: Scott McLean and David Miller gave a presentation about the potential benefits to the local community of local Wind Farm development. Discussion ensued with mixed opinions about the impact of Wind Farms. ACC to discuss this issue more fully, within the context of the HC Social Values Charter for Renewables Investment. 
4. Aultbea Prescription Delivery Service: Gairloch Pharmacy is conducting a review to determine if the Aultbea service is still fit for purpose, including potential alternative arrangements. No changes will happen before the New Year and notice will be given. 
5. Minutes of meeting 20th October 2025:  Approved and seconded.
6. Financial Report:  Bank balance at £4440.05 with £18.60 (Remembrance Day service advert) paid and £1365 ring-fenced for defib maintenance.
7. Ongoing items of business:
· MOWI Building: Electricity still connected. Further request to MOWI expressing concerns.
· Road Repairs: Tournaig corner has been resurfaced. MotP concern about poor state of local roads. Chase up on 1. White lines needed outside Aultbea Stores, 2. Crossing indication needed between Aultbea Nursery and Hall, 3. White lines needed on road in Mellon Charles, 4. Salt pile placement on side of single-track roads, 5. Road damage in Ormiscaig with exposed cables. 
· Local Schools: Path clearance work complete. School initiatives of note include: Nursery enrolment starting soon, open day planned for 4th Dec, school Christmas card post service available via Aultbea Stores and Laide Post Office, local Christmas tree competition entry, pop up café in February to raise funds, use of local facilities for various initiatives. Parent Council request for a member of ACC to attend their meetings. 
· Fallen trees at Aultbea Tops:  Confirmed that these will be harvested early next year.
· Laide 30mph Speed Limit: HC to conduct an assessment. 
· Remembrance Day Service: Thanks to all involved in organising the service.
· HVDC/A832 road works: Attempts continue to clarify with SSEN if local funds will be available. 
8. Any other business:
· Police Report/Quarterly Meeting: Nothing of note for our area.
9. Correspondence:
· Wester Ross Radio AGM: GB to act as ACC proxy at AGM on 5th December.
· Connecting Carers Survey: Research survey exploring the experiences of unpaid Carers. 
10. Planning:  
· 25/03787/FUL for two caravans sited at Ormiscaig – no comment from ACC.
· Consultation has started for Ward 5 to become a Short Term Let Planning Control area.
11. Questions/Contributions from Members of the Public:  
· Thanks to LK from MotP for effecting grit bin placement. Thanks to LK/HC Harbours Authority from Phil Grant for support with improved access at Aultbea Pier. ACC to pursue removal of derelict white pick-up van from Aultbea Tops. 
12. Date of the Next Meeting: Monday 19th January 2026. 
