Minutes of Aultbea Community Council Meeting (Summary)
Monday 16th February 2026, 7pm, the Crows Nest, Aultbea Hall, Aultbea
1. Present:  Peter Davison (Chair), Susan MacLean (Treasurer), Gail Bellamy (Zoom), Roddie MacKenzie, Murdo MacLean, Jenny Maslin (Minutes). In attendance: Niall Macleod, Kevin Morrison SSEN, 8 members of the public (MotP).  Apologies: Colin Bell, Liz Kraft, Philip McLachlan. 
2. HVDC Link Update from SSEN: Niall Macleod updated on SSEN’s progress with works and noted emergency access procedures are being finalised. Kevin Morrison gave details of possible community projects funding support. Any questions and/or to receive updates on project, please contact Kevin at LT14MainlandCable@sse.com. The next community liaison event will likely be in May. 
3. Minutes of meeting 19th January 2026:  Approved and seconded.
4. Financial Report:  Bank balance at £4345.05 with £20.00 paid for toilets clear up and £100  for grass cutting with £0 income,  £1440 of which is ring-fenced for defib maintenance. Application made to Ward Discretionary Fund for maintenance of Aultbea public toilets (see below). Community Resilience Plan idea to be discussed at March ACC meeting. T&Cs paperwork updated for Aultbea Hall. 
5. Ongoing items of business:
· MOWI Building: Queries resolved with SSEN and demolition work to commence.
· Roads: White line painting work and temporary fix on exposed cables in Ormiscaig still outstanding and to be chased up.
· Local Schools: Parent Council meeting attended by ACC. Lots of ongoing school initiatives, including very well attended Pop up café. Prohibitive cost of converting old school house to Nursery noted.
· Local Deer Management: Archie McLellan, Aultbea Estate Factor, hopes that in Spring this year a plan can be formulated to establish a base line population model to inform culling next Autumn/Winter. 
· Laide 30mph Speed Limit: Still under consideration by HC.
· Wind Farms Investment: Continued discussion with suggestion a first step would be lobbying the UK Energy Minister to upgrade our grid soonest.  ACC to pursue what HC Social Value Charter can offer at March 2026 meeting presentation.
· Public Toilets Repainting Aultbea: Toilets close to closure as GALE report £700 worth of repairs needed. Application for funding made by ACC (see above).
· Himalayan Balsam Control: Application for funding made with support from Katie Grant.
· Community Beach Cleans Fundraising: Support letter sent by ACC and acknowledged.
· ACC Secretary Post: Several actions to recruit to post when current secretary steps down after Apr 2026 meeting. 
6. Any other business:
· Gairloch School Working Together Meeting: ACC member attended meeting and Stuart Caddell (Head Teacher) plans to attend ACC meeting annually. 
7. Correspondence:
· SSEN Workshop: Invitation to attend workshop about ED3 Price Control Framework in March.
· SEPA Flood Risk Consultation Request: Not considered appropriate for our area.
· Small Electrical Recycling Collection: Next collection 11-1pm Monday 23rd February from car park opposite Aultbea Hall.
· Participation & Engagement Strategy: Request from HC to complete survey on this strategy,  see www.engagehighland.co.uk/draft-participation-engagement-strategy by 16th March.
8. Planning:  No current planning applications for comment.
9. Questions/Contributions from Members of the Public:  None.
10. Date of the Next Meeting: Mon 16th March 2026, incl Nicholas Brierley, HC Social Values Charter.
